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When we received word that East Pittsford dam had broken at 
8:15P.M. June 3 allot the "Ott" shift were called to tire· head­
quarters and all members or the· Fire Department were on continuous 
duty until June 19, when the regular working schedule was resumed. 

As the flood c~ppled t he entire water system a very serious ·tire 
hazard condition was created. When we re,lized on June 4 that the 
water system w~uld be out or service tor several days, we started 
emergency calls tor heavy pumping equipment. 

Engine I was put in service pumping from the Eddy pond on Curtis 
Ave. at 7:45 June 4. Engine 2 started pumping from Tenny brook near 
the swimming pool at 8:00 A.M. 
Old Engine 2 was put in service pumping from Tenny brook on North st. 
There were so many leaks in the water mains in the flood district that 
little progress was made in keeping the mains tull. ~embers of the 
water department and volunteers shut ott as many of the broken pipes 
as could be found and on June 5 we had 20 lbs. pressure on Uerohanta 
Row. 

We received 3,000 ft. ot hose and two 600 G.P. M. auxiliary pumps 
~rom the Arlington, Mass. Fire Department at 7:30 A.M. June 5 and one 
wae put in service at the swimming pool, releasing Engine 2 and one was 
sent to the Eddy pond to release Engine 1. Both or these pumps had 
pumped steady tor 28 hours. 

Three army tire trucks arrived at 7:30 P.M. rrom the WaterTeliet . 
Arsenal with 6 firemen and two more army tire trucks arrived at 
9:00 P.K. from Camp Bevens. 

Old Engine 2 broke down at 6:30 A.M. June 6. This truck was never 
repaired as it is i mpossible to get motor parts and a replacement 
pump would coat too much. 

one army truck started pucping rrom Tenny brook on Grove Street 
and another from Tenny brook on . Sax·ter Street. 

We received two auxiliary pumps from the Burlington Fire Departmtnt 
and these were set up on Moon brook on Killington Ave. and rrom Tenny 
brook on Adams street. We also received an auxiliar y pump from the Wind­
sor Fire Department. 

On June 7 we received 12 Auxiliary pumpers rrom the army supply 
base at Schenectady. The army trucks were released and these pumps 
were put in service. We were pumping approximately 1,500,000 gallons 
ot water per d~y int-Qthe water mains and also to keep tanks full. 

Members of the f i re department and some volunteers kept 12 pumps 
going 24 hours per day and by June 8 we had 85 lbs. pressure in the 
water mains. 

On June 12 Engine 4 and 4 Auxiliary pumps were taken to Mendon and 
started pumping into t he I2" water main. This released some ot t he 
pumpers from the brooks around t he city. Engine 4 pumped at Mendon 
trom June I~ to June 25. 

Engine 4 is still in service as a reserve pumper. The pump is in 
very poor condition and will deliver about one halt ot its rated 
capacity. 
Parts to~ the motor were t aken troa Old Engine 2 but the motor ia 
still in poor condition. 1 

While our greatest problom was to keep water in the syatem, t he 
members of the fire department were oall:d upon tor several other 
emergency duties, which were willingly p rtormed by· everyone connected 
with the Fire Department. 

194 7 Flood Fire Department Effort 



. r , .. , 
j~£ 11 

.J:--

:THE AMERICAN RED CROSS + RUTLAND COUNTY CHAPTE..,.---

377':! Merchants Row 

Rutland, Vermont 

March 7, 1949 ' 

Mr. Guiseppe Coladonato 
52 Center St. 
Rutland, 
Vermont 

My dear Mr. Coladonato , 

We a~ glad to inform you that the sum spent by 
the Na~onal Red Cross for the relief of suffer­
ing as ·a result of the "Central Vermont" floods 
of 1947 was $441,150.19 . 

EW/dbb 

.. 

Very truly YOll;I'S:, 

?~~=-
Earl:::: 
Chairman 
Rutland County Chapter 
American Red Cross 

I 

American Red Cross Relief Effort 
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June 2, 1947 

The city of Rutland was on the air. The 

people were being warned of the danger from the 

high water. The following day Governor Gibson 

came to Rutland to investigate conditions. After 

a thorough investigation he immediately made ar­

rangements to have the city equipped with every­

thing needed; State guards, tanks, and all mach­

inery to ease conditions. 

The people were very grateful to Governor 

Gibson for his kindness and thoughtfulness in 

their behalf. 

Governor Gibson Visit after Flood 



a vie~ of Chittenden Dam. 

June, 194 7: a view of Chittenden Dam 



A make-shift bridge constructed in Slab City (Chittenden) on June 3, 1947. 



Another vie~ of the same ?enoto~~ 
in Jw1e, 194e after the J. '{. hal · 
C" ?Jetel anoth""r job . ,Cost: 10,000) 

Another view of the same Penstock in June, 1948 after the C.V. had completed another job. (Cost:$1 0,000) 
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A front view of Chittenden Dam. 
June, 1947. 

A front view of Chittenden Dam. June, 194 7 
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viet i n June, 91 , after the· 

Vermont ?ublio Service:: ::orporation 

?it of remodeling. 

The same view in June, 1948 after remodeling . 



The Penstock,thre - -quarters of a 
. mile from Chittenden Dam. (June, 1947) 

The Penstock, three-quarters of a mile from Chittenden Dam. (June, 194 7) 



rhe C. V. still busy at work re­
modeled the Penstock view by June 

: ~20,000) 
~-...::v.::~ocnn 

The Penstock remodeled . June, 1948 



.. , ~~- One- tenth of a mile from Chittenden. 

,ltJrl,tJ!JfiJJ~!!IJF.lJt!!JI:o6d~am. ( 'Ehe penstock) June, 1947. · 
One-tenth of a mile from Chittenden Dam (The Penstock) June, 194 7 



. A front view of Chittenden Dam 
in June, 1948. The C. V. remodeled 
this view at the cost of ~250,000 • .. 

Front view of Chittenden Dam. June, 1948 ($250,000) 

-
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This covere1 bridge was built in 1785 and is still 
standing. It was constructed e~tirely of wood and is held 
together lti th wooden pegs. ':le should le~;~.rn 1.' lesson from 
this bridge. fhe men who put it together had very little 
schooling and less of the tools which we have today. Yet, 
with what they had, the, built a structure that is enduring. 

Let us hope • ·t t •. , and in the future, those who 
~~~~~~~~r7~~bui t~ see ~ho can construct the fastest, but 

how permanent their works ltill be. 

Mead Bridge built in 1785. 



The. l<lemorial Armory. It ~tas here 
that better than 40f, of those families · 
stricken by the flood found refuge. 

40% of the families stricken by the flood took refuge at the Memorial Armory. 



Corner Convent Avenue and Meadow Street. June 3, 194 7 



Street. (June, 1947) 

Baxter Street. June, 194 7 



from 1-iendon. (June, 1947) 

A view from Mendon. June, 1947 



Streets . 

Corner of Baxter and State Streets after flood . 
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The corner of Baxter and State Streets.~­
(Before the flood.) 

Corner of Baxter and State Streets before flood. 



Noye s A•renue. 

f<:.o\ "'' "'"~ 
tfune 3, 1947. 

Noyes Avenue. June 3, 1947 



Street looking ~aet. 



Corners of Pine and Library Streets. June, 1947 



The Gas i/orks. Cre~rs were hard 
the water had recqdeu. 

The Gas Works - crews at work. 
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Mill Village . j une 3, 1947. 

Mill Village. June 3, 194 7 



Temporary railroad bridge under construction a few days after the flood. 
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!·1t.J.dow s t reet. The ~ ,, 
gua r d duty. 

-~-IIJR71~~[9J ' '"\ • • ·~ # 

Jn were 

Guard duty on Meadow Street. 



· Tr1e afte r math of the flood . 

West Street aftermath of flood. 



State Street as the trouble started. 
~~~~~vJune 2 , 1947. ) 

State Street evening of June 2, 194 7. 



flater Street. fhis house was lifted 
off its foundation and deposited on the bank 

~..-.:n.~"'r the Otter Creek. 

Water Street. This house was lifted off its foundation and deposited on the bank of Otter Creek. 



Anot her house torn asunder and thr own 

Another house tossed across a road. 





1~ot a acene sho· .... ing bomb destruction in 
d lvaststed Eerl in, but ~ ;>icture of a horne 
i'1 .tut ani f'ollo·.•i ng the 1947 floo:.. 

Destruction of home in 194 7 flood . 



\'later Street. These houses, were a total · 
and were torn iown and the lumber used 

d new homes in some cases. 

Water Street homes were a total loss. 



~--:::T:;::-h=--e 7-Gas Plant. 



Th~"-"Ga B ?1 ant:- One tank.. :j_ 6 mi. B ai~g 
and all kinde of debris cQvered the area. 
The missing tank we.a found one-quarter ·of:.., 

..,.,.,~- mile away. 

~~~~~~laUIIIIQifillli~ 
The Gas Plant. The missing tank was found one-quarter of a mile away. 



sits in the r oad next to 
that has been de clared 
the 'flork of' the f'loo d . 

House in the middle of the road . 



~·*"\t' :· . ,'':: . ·.. . 
~'1l, ~tland Histo_rica/ Soc· 

t June, -':later Stree ' 

Water Street June 1947 



building 'lias 
I'he mystery is, 

Roof of unknown house deposited in front yard . 
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. , . 1 ~~ A scene o£ destruction, June, 1947. 

Rutland Historical So 
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More destruction. June, 194 7 



for the. l arga trees in 
picture· above there is no tel l i ng where 

leaning · :; against tht-rn would 
d to. •· 

Large trees kept this house from drifting off. 



Libra ry Avenue looking ./eat, June, 1947. 

Library Avenue looking west. June, 194 7. 
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destruction •r~as sometimes '"Ocse 
ction than in another. 

Destruction worse in some areas. 



city. On~ can see for h i mself 
done . 

Damage in Rutland City 
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shovels and trucks 

Cleaning up the mud with heavy duty equipment. 
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"nether picture showing the destructive 
"Had Dog" that attacked 

More destruction . June, 194 7 
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3 feet of mud in Rutland Streets. June, 194 7 
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Rutland Historical Socie:tf§Z ,. 
eve land .;,venue , June, 1947. 

Cleveland Avenue. June, 1947. 

--



the men who worked at 
(Library <'.venue) 

Cleanup crew on Library Avenue. 



Maple Street. June, 1947 



Street one year· 1Rter. 

Meadow Street, 1948. 



, ieadow Street, June ), 1947. 

Meadow Street, June 3, 1947 



!'he !·~odern Linen Building located at 
corners of Park ana Jleveland ~venues. 

1947) 
.. <IIII,..,.# O'f:ll'O 

Modern Linen Company on the corner of Park and Cleveland Avenues. June, 1947 
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r he s ame bui 1 din~ ontf3 year ] a ter. 

Modern Linen Company on the corner of Park and Cleveland Avenues. June, 1948 





A scene from Slab City. The lose to 
the to~n was $100,000. 



A building built by the power 
corporation in 1914. Utilizes the po11er 
generated by the wate· rrom Chittenden Dam. 

- ··-------- .-....... 

Power Station built 1914, which utilizes power generated by water from the Chittenden Dam. 



A view of East Pittsford Pond, looking 
South, June, 1947. 

East Pittsford Pond looking south . June, 194 7 



·A vie-;:,:·.·c,f East Pittsford Dam~· looking 
June 1947. ~- - ., 

.. ~~-:::n:,:;ot;nlf} 

East Pittsford Dam looking west. June, 1947 





The road ·as it looks rebuilt at the cost 
-=-::i~~,ooo. (June, 1948.) 

Road to East Pittsford rebuilt ($1 05,000). June, 1948 
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Tower at East Pittsford Dam. June 1947 



Power Station at East Pittsford Pond. Replacement would be $1 ,500,000. 



A view of Gl'en.P.•' June, 1947 • 

Glen Dam. June, 1947 
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·.~)i;f£l~ut.~Cln.£lljislorLt;al 
rhe eame view remodeled by tne 9.v. 

_,;:•-'=·~-, ....... 1948. . . . . ' 

Glen Dam. June, 1948 



Front view of Glen Dam. The e qui pment 
be~n to arrive and repairs had starte d, 

: ... ' 

/ . .:;:: 

Starting repairs at Glen Dam. 



A view of the .city reservlbir. It is ~ com­
p~~:e loss along with ·720 feet of pipe. 

·61!~:':'1-:!~'e!Se here was around 50,000 dollars. 

The city reservoir- a total loss. 



the spillway at Glen Dam. 

Spillway at Glen Dam. June, 1947 



The same view a year later after the 
Central 'lermont had repaired the dam 
the penstock and aoourtenancea. 
(Coat: ~300,000 ) ·· 

Spillway at Glen Dam repaired . 1948 



Twin Bridges built in 1849. Washed out by 194 7 flood . 



Bridge that replaced Twin Bridges. 



~e Twin Bridge road as it looked 
in June, 1947. 

Twin Bridges Road , June 1947. 



A farm loc~ted 'lCA.r the r ··rin Fridr.;es 
'vhich suffered a lose of 'H5,00C. 

Farm near location of Twin Bridges. 



':'r-3 ~ .Jt ?9.r·~ on .i.oute 7. ?ront vie • 
ho ~~ , 1 ooki~~ ~aot. 

Lester Farm of Route 7. 



the same house looking from the 
direction. (June, 1947) 

Lester Farm Route 7 from back. 



• • ~ 1'" .... • • !'0<-

Lester farm that was 

Destroyed barn from Lester Farm. 



The meadow of the Lester farm shot'ling 
of the damage. The lose amounted 

··~=-911.~'1rltoo. 

Meadow by the Lester Farm. 

t 



Power Station on Route 7 in Mill Village 



Post Road with house in middle of road carried over 1/10 of a mile. June 194 7. 



Mill Village, June 2, 1947. 



) rd. on 

Route 7 June 3, 194 7 
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People coming from surveying the damage 
in Mill Village after the "l1ad Dog" had 
truck. 

,.....,.,.~ 

Surveying the damage in Mill Village 
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Before the flood this house would have appeared on the right side of this photo. 









The Army Bailey bridge replaced the temporary bridge. 



-Patc(t's Dnm on June )rd.; 1947. 

Patch's Dam June 3, 1947 



Temporary railroad bridge. 



'lhat •Aas left of the '{est Street Bridge •. 
The cost of rebuilding this bridge ·,.;ill 
run from ~80,000 to )90,000. 

West Street Bridge after flood. 



The· wooden bridge which temporarily 
takes the place of th_e \'lest Street Bridge. 

Temporary West Street Bridge. 
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1iver Street. June, 1947. 

River Street, June 1947. 
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Patch$ 1a Dam rebuilt by Jtine,l948 
at ~he coat of ~100,000. 

Patch's Dam rebuilt. June, 1948 



---The old 1876 Bridge. Bit b'r the 
11Ma.d Dog 11 and thoroughly destroyed. 
Age 71. 

1876 Bridge prior to flood_ 
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The modern structure which no1·1 takes 
tbe place of the 1876 bridge, This 
bridge coat )75,000 to construct. 

.. 



The Rutland Railroad Bridge ae it looked 
on June )rd.,l947. rhe cost of replacing 

e bridge •:1ould be .)140, 000 . 

Rutland Railroad Bridge June 3, 194 7 



,, view of the Proctor Falla showing the 
tremendo.ue flow of .... ater which went over ·' 
it on June )rd., 1947. · The wave reached-,~<"'· · 
a height of thirty-five feet. In or dt!lr '-" · · 
to take this pictur e the photographer was 
forced to take a round- about route from 
Rutland. To &each a s~ot ordinarily only 
six miles away he covered fifty-six miles. 

Proctor Falls June 3, 1947. Wave height 35 feet. 
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Playmates at work a few days after the flood . 

A few days following the flood 

everyone was busy at the job of cleaning 

up. We caught these two young playmates 

busj at work. One works hard with a scrub 

brush. The other, a little bit bewildered 

stands ready to work with a broom twice 

her size. Neither one seems to realize 

that the steps they are attempting to 

clean belon,sto a house that baa been 
I 

destroyed. 



Some Red Crose \'lorkere hard at work. Here 
busy handing out refreshments to ;·-

~~f.1iii~~=~~~~F~~~~~t laborers in the flood area. 

Red Cross workers handing out refreshments to the workers. 



Cl eveland Avenue in nutland as the water 
(~vening, June 2, 1947.) 

Cleveland Avenue June 2, 194 7 as the water starts to rise. 



Cleveland rtvenue June 5, 1947. 
curious onlookers come down to look 

Cleveland Avenue June 3 , 194 7 



~'later Street as the water rose higher and 
higher . People were being evacu&ted at tpie 
·time . 

Water Street evacuations. 



... 

\'later Street after it had suffered ~be 
full force of the flood. Note how the 

·• houses have been thrown together like , . .,.-4 • .., 
· so many nine-pins. June ;, 1947 

Water Street June 3, 194 7. Houses were thrown together. 



(June, 1947) fhis houoe 
of :6, 800. 

Cleveland Avenue June, 1947 



A view of the eame house in June, 
after it h~~been rebuilt at the cost 

Previous house rebuilt. 



Cleveland Avenue- 1947 Flood 





Evacuating at Maple Street near Summer- 194 7 Flood 
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194 7 Flood Damage 





below Chittenden Dam - 194 7 Flood 



Road Washout Between Chittenden Dam & Village 



Mill Village Route 7- 1947 Flood 



Chittenden Dam & Village- 194 7 Flood 



West Street Bridge - 194 7 Flood 
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1947 Flood 



Rufldnd V~rmonf Flood - -

Patch Dam - 194 7 Flood 



~~~ 
Flood -- Corn~r Baxfer Sf. d Par~ Ave. 

Baxter & Park - 194 7 Flood 



V~rmon t Flood - -

Patch Dam - 194 7 Flood 



V~rmonf Flood - Homes On Clev~ldnd Ave. 

Cleveland Avenue- 194 7 Flood 
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----~~~~~------~c~--~--~--

;; 

State Street - 194 7 Flood 



State Street - 194 7 Flood 
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State Street - 194 7 Flood 



~~r-at· 
State Street - 194 7 Flood 
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State Street - 194 7 Flood 
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